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GREENS POOL — PROHIBITION ON FISHING 
Grievance 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [9.35 am]: I thank the Minister for Fisheries for taking this grievance. 
I put on the record from the outset that my purpose for the grievance is to seek the minister’s support for changing 
one of the decisions he made for a full ban on fishing in Greens Pool to a seasonal ban. I am not suggesting that 
the ban be lifted, but that we look at an alternative option that, in my view, may well be more acceptable to the 
broader community. 

Greens Pool in Denmark, my home town, is an iconic site. A significant number of swimmers and visitors go there. 
Upwards of 270 000 people a year go through Greens Pool. It is one of those iconic sites that we often see in 
pictures and on postcards, celebrating not just Denmark but also the south coast and Western Australia. For some 
years, concerns have been raised about the clash between swimmers and water users in Greens Pool and the fishing 
fraternity, particularly spearfishing. I might add that when I was minister, I took up the issue on behalf of some 
members in the community to try to ban spearfishing in Greens Pool. There were a couple of clashes there that 
really concerned me. I took up the matter in a formal sense. 

It is fair to say that the decision the minister made to ban fishing came as a surprise. There was discussion on both 
sides about how much consultation happened, but the very strong view put to me was that there was not the level 
of consultation with the local community that there should have been, particularly the fishing and angling 
fraternity. The decision was also very close to the decision on mandated life jackets for Salmon Holes in Albany. 
A couple of days later, we had a ban on fishing in a protected area. For some, the irony was not lost in the difference 
between those two. 

I come with the very strong view that consultation has not been held with many in the local community. A lot of 
the feedback from the surveys and forums was from people who visited the community as distinct from locals in 
the community. There are strong local views.  

There is a very strong local view that the ban should remain for Greens Pool. The significant number of visitors 
and locals who use Greens Pool as a protected swimming location do indeed clash with fishing. The two do not 
go together. I think that people in the fishing fraternity recognise that. Those I have spoken to hold the view that 
if the government had spoken to them and given them a chance to put forward a view, they would have accepted 
a seasonal ban. It has been put to me that a seasonal ban would run from the start of December to the start of May. 
That way, for effectively six months of the year, it would cover the significant summer use of Greens Pool, the 
significant numbers of people who visit the area and the region and use the iconic site, and also allow those who 
have kids and those in the local community who want to take their kids and grandchildren fishing to have access 
to a very protected area for fishing. In the winter months in particular, there are bigger swells and a much more 
aggressive ocean and the challenge of finding safe fishing spots is a little harder. That is a time of year when there 
are a few swimmers there. I know there are some hard-core swimmers, and some of those are friends of mine who 
do a daily morning swim in Greens Pool, as cold as it is in those winter months; nevertheless, there is nowhere 
near the significant interaction between swimmers and fishing. I would have thought that having a seasonal 
approach to this matter would be smart. I am getting emails from those on both sides of the argument. There is 
a disallowance motion before members in the other place. I do not know how that is going to play out. I am talking 
to my colleagues about that. I am trying to give them some local sentiment from my view.  

I would have thought that if you were to move to having a seasonal ban, to see how that goes and have 
a consultation process with the local community, and then the government may even be able to move to a full ban 
one day if indeed that gets a level of support. There may be mechanism issues with that. I do not know the 
regulatory process well enough to know whether that is a possibility, but I would have thought that might be 
a smart way to, firstly, take it off the agenda in the upper house, and, secondly, give those from the local community 
who have particular views a chance to put those views. Certainly strong arguments on the side of putting the ban 
in place have been there for some time. There have even been musicals written about it. Back in 2016 or 2017, 
Greens Pool the Musical was a production with 120-odd people in it. A petition was also signed at the time. There 
was a very strong view in support of a ban, but there is also the view that those on the other side of the argument 
have not had a chance to make their case. I thought it would be really smart, particularly given the level of support 
from the fishing fraternity—I guess I am putting that here today—to say that a seasonal ban is something that it 
would accept. A seasonal ban might be a good first step, if you like, to take it off the agenda in the upper house. 
Then we can have a process that allows us to see whether the ban is acceptable to the broader community or if 
there are some management issues in terms of timing and those who might or might not use the pool.  
Minister, that is the upshot of this grievance. It is an iconic site. It is a well-respected site that a lot of people use, 
but there are also particular times of the year in which it is heavily used by swimmers. At those times of the year, 
everyone recognises that there is a clash when people use it as a fishing site. I do not support using spear guns at 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 14 March 2019] 

 p1269b-1271a 
Mr Terry Redman; Mr Dave Kelly 

 [2] 

all in that area. Spearfishing should be right off the agenda because of the range of other associated danger issues. 
But to have a fishing ban all year round—I think that coming in cold and making the decision was the wrong move. 
The minister might contest the way in which the decision was made, but that is certainly not the feedback that I get 
from the local community. Putting in place a seasonal ban at the moment would diffuse the issue. I am sure that it 
would take it off the agenda in the upper house and it may well be a pathway for a long-term ban in the future. 
I ask the minister very sincerely to seriously consider that option. 
MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Fisheries) [9.41 am]: I thank the member for raising this 
grievance this morning. As the member rightly identified, Greens Pool is an iconic location. It is a brilliant, 
protected ocean pool that is incredibly popular for both locals and an ever-growing number of tourists. One of the 
things that keeps the businesses in Denmark going is that tourist trade. The issue of the clash between swimmers 
and fishers has been longstanding in that area. I note that in October 2009, soon after the Barnett government got 
into office, the then Minister for Fisheries, Norman Moore, put out a press release titled “Minister lifts fishing ban 
threat hanging over anglers at Green’s Pool”. He made the view of the Barnett government very clear: it was not 
going to introduce any sort of a ban or restriction on fishing at Greens Pool. If members look at that press release 
dated 5 October 2009, in it he said that he was aware of the conflict and had asked the Department of Fisheries to 
conduct an inquiry. There were 49 submissions in favour of a ban but only 13 against. Notwithstanding those 
submissions, he made the decision that there would be no ban. He expressed the view that the conflict could be 
dealt with simply by further education. He said in that press release that he would write to the William Bay National 
Park authority asking for there to be greater education and to work with the Shire of Denmark on that issue. As 
the member would well be aware, that did nothing to resolve the conflict. The conflict between fishers and 
swimmers continued. I then remind the member that — 
Mr D.T. Redman: That was 10 years ago.  
Mr D.J. KELLY: That is right—10 years ago this issue was raised and the member’s government expressed the 
view that it was not going to implement any sort of restriction on fishing and that education was the answer. Then 
in 2013, five years later, when a master plan for the long-term management of William Bay National Park was 
prepared by the then Department of Parks and Wildlife, the plan included reference to the conflict that exists 
between fishers and other water users on the beach. That was an issue that required management action to avoid 
public safety issues. Again, five years down the track, the master plan for the area said that this issue needed to be 
addressed or there would be public safety issues. If we roll through to when we got elected in 2017, again nothing 
had been done by the member’s government. Obviously, as fisheries minister, one is always making decisions 
about the competing interests of people whether it be swimmers and recreational fishers, as it is in this case, or 
commercial fishers and recreational fishers under other circumstances. As a minister, one has to be able to make 
these decisions but one cannot always keep everyone 100per cent happy. The member would probably be aware 
that herring stocks are under threat. In those circumstances, the conflict is between recreational fishers and 
commercial fishers. We have made the decision that while those stocks are recovering, what is available should 
be made available as a priority to recreational fishers because that is the best use. That is an issue where we have 
very much said that the interests of recreational fishers should come first. Greens Pool has been a longstanding 
issue. I think a lot of people would be offended by the member’s suggestion that it is the people who are not locals 
who seek to put a ban in place on fishing in Greens Pool.  
Mr D.T. Redman: There are locals, absolutely — 
Mr D.J. KELLY: I listened to the member in silence. There are a lot of locals who want the ban and they made 
representations to me. I spoke to Recfishwest, the peak body for recreational fishers, about this issue. I raised it 
personally with its CEO, Andrew Rowland. Exchanges were made on potential proposals to address this issue. 
Recfishwest is the peak body and we pay its staff to represent recreational fishers on this issue. Ultimately, 
Recfishwest did not support the total ban but it was a decision that I made after consulting with it and the shire. 
The shire was in support of a ban. The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions and management 
at the national park were in support of the ban. I took the view that given this was a longstanding issue that had 
been flagged as having safety issues that needed to be addressed, and that when the member was in government 
and a minister he basically did nothing about it, that a decision needed to be made. On the south coast this will be 
the only area that can be used for swimming only. It will be the only area on the whole of the south coast. The 
advice I have received, and people do not dispute it, is that there are other recreational fishing locations nearby. It 
is not as if recreational fishers will have no other options. This will be the only place on the south west coast that 
will basically be a swimming-only area. We looked at the idea of a seasonal ban. Greens Pool is very popular with 
swimmers all year round. Obviously not as many people use it in winter as they do in summer, but it is a conflict 
that is there all year round. We have listened to the locals. We have listened to the shire. We consulted with 
Recfishwest. We considered a seasonal ban. It is a safety issue that the member neglected as a minister and as 
a local member to do anything about over basically 10 years. We decided that a decision needed to be made. It 
will not make everybody happy but we think, on balance, it is the right decision.  
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